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Zebra and Quagga Mussels
-Reach extremely high densities
-Clog boat intakes and 

municipal water supplies
-Alter the food web by filtering 

out organisms essential to 
juvenile fish growth

-Cannot be controlled after 
infestation

New Zealand Mudsnails 
-Reproduce quickly and mass in 
high densities.
-Consume algae and compete with 
other native invertebrates for food 
sources

Common Carp
-Highly adaptive, prolific 
spawners
-Quickly outgrow potential 
controls by predation
-Compete with native species for 
food resources

Curly Pondweed, Eurasian Water 
Milfoil, & Brittle Naiad
-Forms dense stands of 
vegetation in the water and 
thick mats at the surface, 
limiting recreational activities
-Shades out native vegetation 
and reduces oxygen levels 
during decomposition. 
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-Forms in large masses driving 
out food sources for other plants 
and animals
- A problem causing the decline 
of Brown Trout in Rapid Creek. 

Rusty Crayfish
-Forces out or completely 
replaces native crayfish.
-Destroys plant bed abundance 

and diversity.

Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia 
(VHS) 
-never been found to affect 
humans
-VHS is a threat to kill over 25 
different fish species, affecting 
the food chain as well as 
diminish fish populations for 
recreational fishing. 

Asian Carp (Silver, Grass, 
Bighead, Black)
-See Common Carp
-Silver carp pose a physical 
danger due to their leaping 
ability leading to collisions with 
boaters, skiers, and anglers



Zebra Mussels 
(Dreissena polymorpha)

www.epa.gov



Physical Characteristics
·Shape

·4ÒÉÁÎÇÕÌÁÒ ÏÒ Ȱ$ȱ ÓÈÁÐÅÄ

·Sharply pointed hinge

·Color

·Alternating dark (green 
to brown) and light 
(white to yellow) bands 

·Size

·5 cm maximum length

http://www.mchenrycountyblog.com

http://nobanis.org



Physical Characteristics (cont.)

·Byssal threads

·Allow for strong 
attachment to hard 
surfaces

·Advantage over other 
freshwater mussels

Mackie, G.L., and Schloesser, D.W. (1996)



Reproduction
·Adult mussels release 

gametes into the water 
column
·Females release up to 1 

million eggs/spawn
· Eggs approximately 70 

micrometers in diameter

·Males expel sperm 
throughout the spawning 
period

·Fertilized eggs become 
planktivorus after 20 hours 
and are then referred to as 
veligers

www.glerl.noaa.gov

Nalepa, T.F., and Schloesser, D.W. (1993)


